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Opening
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EARTO Pres ident  
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The power of EARTO: its Members!
7  N E W  M E M B E R S  S I N C E  L A S T  O C T O B E R  E V E N T :  

CEIT (Spain) 

CSIR (South Africa)

CETIM (France)

Łukasiewicz Institute 
of Non-Ferrous Metals 

(Poland) 

CAITRO (Canada) 

Metrosert (Estonia) 

NTT 
Next Technology 

Tecnotessile (Italy)
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+350 RTOs in 31 Countries

Network of +228 000 
Researchers, Engineers & 

Technicians 



Today’s Critical Issues



RD&I recognised as an essential factor 
of competitiveness

Europe’s challenges today:

❖ EU is drifting away from the technology

frontier with erosion of EU

competitiveness in critical technologies

❖ Scaling up and commercialising RD&I

results remain a major challenge for

Europe

❖ Industrial capacity losses

❖ Adaptation to new geopolitical and

security challenges

❖ Economic dependencies and

vulnerabilities

❖ Climate crisis and energy transition

https://commission.europa.eu/topics/strengthening-european-competitiveness/eu-competitiveness-looking-ahead_en


Next EU MFF to prioritise RD&I:

❖ RD&I investments must be ringfenced within the next EU MFF

❖ RD&I must also be incorporated in the next MFF by design to boost

our European RD&I ecosystem (i.e., by linking RD&I to other policies by

design)

This will pass by:

1. EU RD&I investments representing a significant share of the next

EU budget: Draghi’s report and Heitor’s report call for €200+ billion

budget for FP10,

2. EU RD&I investments should incentivise private co-investments by

design: thanks to public-private partnerships, dialogue with industry,

clear commitments,

3. The next EU budget should allow flexibility (in programming) and

stability (of investments) at the same time.

Now Europe needs to ‘walk the talk’…

https://commission.europa.eu/topics/strengthening-european-competitiveness/eu-competitiveness-looking-ahead_en#:~:text=Read%20Mario%20Draghi%E2%80%99s%20report%20on%20the%20future%20of%20European%20competitiveness.
https://op.europa.eu/en/publication-detail/-/publication/2f9fc221-86bb-11ef-a67d-01aa75ed71a1/language-en


What type of EU RD&I needed?



EARTO Recommendations

1. Strengthen FP10 Investments in Developing 
Critical Technologies using the FP’s Pillar 2 

❖ To focus future FP10 investments on the already identified EU

critical technologies.

➢ 3 targets lists that require combining: the NZIA list, the critical

technologies list published in the EC Communication on

Economic Security and the technology target areas within the

Strategic Technologies for Europe Platform (STEP).

❖ Streamline and strengthen current EU RD&I public-private

partnerships (focussing on the co-programmed or institutionalised

partnerships’ models) with simpler and faster funding procedures to

boost participation of large companies and their suppliers.

https://commission.europa.eu/strategy-and-policy/priorities-2019-2024/european-green-deal/green-deal-industrial-plan/net-zero-industry-act_en
https://defence-industry-space.ec.europa.eu/commission-recommendation-03-october-2023-critical-technology-areas-eus-economic-security-further_en
https://defence-industry-space.ec.europa.eu/commission-recommendation-03-october-2023-critical-technology-areas-eus-economic-security-further_en
https://defence-industry-space.ec.europa.eu/commission-recommendation-03-october-2023-critical-technology-areas-eus-economic-security-further_en
https://strategic-technologies.europa.eu/about/targeted-investment-areas_en


EARTO Recommendations

2. Make the new Competitiveness Fund a catalyst 
of additional private RD&I investments

❖ the new Competitiveness Fund (CF) could ensure coherence

and articulation between EU RD&I & industrial policies:

➢ The CF should be linked to renewal of our economy and

industry.

➢ The future CF’s strategic industrial sectors & FP10’s

technology priorities should be aligned.

❖ A new incentive to RD&I investments for companies applying

to future EU financial instruments based on loans and

guarantees (via the EIB/EIF) which may be used in the new

CF



EARTO Recommendations

3. Launch a major new EU programme in support 
of Technology Infrastructures within FP10

EARTO is calling for a specific

instrument for Technology

Infrastructures under the

next EU MFF of €10 billion to

support future investments

and bridge the gap in

capabilities compared to

Europe’s global competitors

file:///C:/Users/MurielAttanÃ©/Downloads/policy%20landscape%20supporting%20technology%20infrastructures-KI0224222ENN.pdf


EARTO Recommendations

4. Mobilise and strengthen European RTOs’ 
capabilities across Europe

Future EU policies aiming at boosting competitiveness should:

❖ Further utilise RTOs’ capabilities to define further industrial

needs for technology development across Europe,

❖ Support RTOs in continuously developing and expanding

their range of capabilities.



RTO Impact on the Rise of Industry
in Europe
3 ILLUSTRATIVE RESEARCH AND BUSINESS CASES

Supporting a start-up to take the
technology from the laboratory to the
1st factory taking advantage of RTO
pilot lines and collaborative projects

Nurture a breakthrough technology,
using collaborative projects and pilot
lines to fuel progress, to the point of
making company creation relevant

Helping an innovative company to
bring a new technology to the market,
contributing to the creation of a new
factory

More EARTO Success Stories of RTOs Supporting 
Industrial Scaling-up coming!



❖ RD&I
❖ INVESTMENTS
❖ MORE 
❖ IMPACTFULL
❖ STRATEGIC
❖ INDUSTRY-DRIVEN
❖ TECHNOLOGY
❖ SCALING-UP
❖ SPEED



Keynote 
Speech
EKATERINI KAVVADA
Director  for  Secure  and 
Connected  Space,  DG Def is ,  
European Commiss ion
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Keynote 
Speech
THIBAUT KLEINER 
Director  for  Po l icy ,  Strategy  
and Outreach,  DG CNECT,  
European Commiss ion
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“GEOPOLITICS & TECHNOLOGY – WHAT ARE THE IMPLICATIONS FOR EU 
COMPETITIVENESS & THE ROLE FOR EUROPEAN RTOS?”

MODERATOR
MURIEL ATTANÉ, EARTO Secretary General

SPEAKERS

MARIA CRISTINA RUSSO 
Director of Prosperity, 
DG Research & Innovation, 
European Commission

JESUS VALERO 
EARTO Vice-President & 
Managing Director, 
TECNALIA

GEORG LIST 
VP Corporate Strategy and 
Research & Technology, 
AVL & WG R&I Chair, 
BusinessEurope

ESPEN SOLBERG 
Head of Research, Studies in 
Research and Research Policy, 
NIFU

#EARTOPolicy24
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EARTO Innovation Awards 2024

#EARTOAwards24

Blue Foot 
Membranes

The CubeCAT

StackPackTM 75

iLoFHypermine

MicroTIPs

Image credit: Yuan Hu

IMPACT DELIVERED IMPACT EXPECTED



EARTO Innovation Awards 2024
2024 INDEPENDENT JURY

Salla Saastamoinen
Deputy  Director General, 
DG Joint Research Centre, 

European Commission

Christian Ehler

Member of the 
European Parliament

Jana Kolar

Executive Director,

CERIC-ERIC & Chair,

ESFRI

Dave Wilkes

Director, Innovate UK

Juan Antonio Tébar
Director, CDTI

#EARTOAwards24



CATEGORY IMPACT DELIVERED
FINALISTS

Blue Foot Membranes, a robust 
and reliable membrane 

technology for water reuse

#EARTOAwards24

Blue Foot Membranes

A robust and reliable 
membrane technology for 

water reuse

The CubeCAT

The CubeCAT laser terminal 
lights up the sky 

with unprecedented data 
rates

StackPackTM 75

Accelerating the 
development  

of clean mobility



IMPACT 
DELIVERED

THE WINNER IS…
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VITO
BLUE  FOOT  MEMBRANES

CATEGORY  IMPACT  
DELIVERED

Walter Eevers
Director Research & Valorisation,

VITO

R O B U S T  A N D  R E L I A B L E  M E M B R A N E  
T E C H N O L O G Y  F O R  W A T E R  R E U S E

#EARTOAwards24



CATEGORY IMPACT EXPECTED
FINALISTS

#EARTOAwards24

Blue Foot Membranes, a robust 
and reliable membrane 

technology for water reuse

iLoF

an AI-powered photonic 
technology to select the 

right patients for the right 
clinical management

Hypermine

A pivotal step towards  
sustainable mining

MicroTIPs

Improved patient 
wellbeing through the use  
of connected microneedles



IMPACT 
EXPECTED

THE WINNER IS…

#EARTOAwards24



INESC TEC 
i LoF

CATEGORY IMPACT 
EXPECTED

An AI-powered photonic technology 
to select the right patients for the 

right clinical management

João Claro
CEO

INESC TEC

#EARTOAwards24



Thank you for 
attending!

#EARTOAwards24
#EARTOPolicy24
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